
• Election Day is February 11, 2014. 
• This will be an all-mail vote. Polling places will not be 

open.  All ballots must be postmarked no later than 
February 11, 2014. 

• Voter registration forms are available in all Bremerton 
Schools, fire stations, libraries, and at the Kitsap County 
Courthouse. You can also download a copy online at 
www.vote.wa.gov.  The last day for new in-person voters 
to register is February 3, 2014.

• The last date to request ballots from the Kitsap County 
Elections office is February 10, 2014. 

Voters who do not wish to return their ballots by mail can choose 
from the following drop off locations on Election Day. Ballots will be 
accepted from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Drop Locations: 
Bainbridge Island: Bainbridge Island Fire Department
 8895 Madison Ave NE
Bremerton: Kitsap Regional Library, 
 1301 Sylvan Way, Bremerton 
Central Kitsap: Central Kitsap School District
 9210 Silverdale Way NW, Silverdale 
North Kitsap: Poulsbo Fire Station 
 911 NE Liberty Road, Poulsbo
South Kitsap: Kitsap County Courthouse 
 614 Division Street, Port Orchard 
 only from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 
For additional voting information, please contact the 
Kitsap County Auditor’s Office at (360) 337-7128. 
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Citizens who are at least 61 years or older and with an annual income less 
than $35,000, may be eligible for a tax exemption from all or part of this levy. 
Disabled residents, regardless of age, may also qualify for this exemption. To 
apply, call the Kitsap County Assessor’s Office at 360.337.4904.

Under the Senior Tax Exchange Program through Bremerton School 
District, eligible senior citizens can receive up to $600 off their property taxes 
by volunteering in our schools. For more information or an application, please 
contact Patty Glaser, Community Services Coordinator at (360) 473-1003 or 
visit our website at www.bremertonschools.org.

• FREE All-Day Kindergarten for ALL students in Bremerton

• Increased student achievement at every grade level

• Elementary Spanish Immersion Program

• Research-based reading, math, and science curriculum
   to enhance student learning

• Professional development using research-driven best practices

• Maintain high-quality facilities

On February 11, 2014, voters will be asked to renew their support for the 
Bremerton School Support Levy. 

This measure is not a new tax but simply a renewal
 of an existing funding plan.

Please contact us at 360.473.1014 for this publication in alternative formats.

Please Vote Tuesday, February 11, 2014

The Bremerton School District complies with all federal and state rules and regulations 
and does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, 
age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender 
expression or identity, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the 
use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability in its programs 
and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth 
groups. This holds true for all students who are interested in participation in educational 
programs and/or extra-curricular school activities. Inquiries regarding compliance and/or 
grievance procedures may be directed to the District’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640 Officer and 
ADA Coordinator, Denise Zaske, at 360.473.1026, email denise.zaske@bremertonschools.
org or the Section 504 Coordinator, Mike Sellers, at 360.473.4100, email michael.sellers@
bremertonschools.org.  Mailing address:  134 Marion Avenue N, Bremerton, WA  98312
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Levy Funds are Critical to Our Schools



Your home’S 
Value

Your eStimateD YearlY

tax in 2014/15 @ $3.68

$100,000 $368
$150,000 $552
$200,000 $736
$250,000 $920

Local school levy dollars help make up the difference between what the State funds and what it actually costs to educate students in 
Bremerton. The School Support Levy is not a new tax, but voters must renew the levy for current funding to 
continue. 

• Currently, local levy and levy equalization fund almost 24% of the District’s overall budget.  
• With the passage of the levy, the District would be eligible for additional State levy equalization funds to help areas that have 

above average property tax rates due to lower than average (statewide) assessed valuations.

In a school levy election, voters approve a 
collection amount, not a rate. The following 
chart is offered only as a guide for what 
taxpayers could expect to pay if the levy 
passes. The figures are based on an 
estimated tax rates.  

Classroom Needs
Includes items NOT covered by State or Federal funds such as 
curriculum materials and supplies, media centers, classroom technology, 
some certificated and administrative staff salaries and benefits, AP 
classes, PE/Music/Art, professional development, paraeducators, and 
assessment costs.

Utilities & Insurance
Includes operating costs such as electricity, natural gas, water, 
sewer, and fire alarms. Insurance covers liability, L&I claims, 
Workers Compensation, and Risk Management.

Transportation
Includes underfunded costs such as those associated with 
transporting students to and from schools for both regular and 
special needs students, driver training, routing software, and office 
staff.

Building Maintenance
Custodians and Facilities staff, corrective and preventative 
maintenance, regulatory compliance with safety and health issues, 
and minor construction.

School Support
Includes unfunded or underfunded costs such as secretaries, 
technology staff, administrators, community services, health personnel, 
campus security, Business Office, and Personnel Office  staff, safety 
and emergency equipment and training, legal and audit fees.

Student Activities - Extra Curricular
Includes sports, music, performing arts, equipment, coaches, and 
student/team transportation.

Special Education
Includes special services to students including special transporation, 
equipment, and paraeducators.

• The District listened to the concerns of the community and the renewal collection amounts reflect slight 
increases over the four years that will have minimum impact on taxpayers.

• The renewal rate for each year is estimated to increase slightly based on the Total Assessed Valuation 
predictions.

• Should the Total Assessed Valuation increase more than predicted, rates may go down. 
• This levy is a renewal of the community commitment to quality schools. The Bremerton School District has 

won numerous awards for innovative programs by investing local levy dollars in programs that improve 
student achievement.

• The levy dollars provide 23.7% of all the overall revenues received by the District.  
• The District spends 78% of its revenues on employee costs to support student learning at all levels.

• All-Day Kindergarten is FREE for all students in Bremerton.
• Bremerton is proud of our nationally-recognized Early Childhood Program.
• Our graduation rate continues to increase every year.
• More than $4 million in scholarships were awarded in 2013.
• Every grade level continues to show increased student achievement.
• Our reading, math, and science curriculum are researched-based to enhance student learning.
• Crownhill Elementary and Naval Avenue Early Learning Center received  

WA  Achievement Awards; Crownhill received the 2012 National Title I Distinguished Schools Award.
• Bremerton has the only K-5 Elementary Spanish Immersion Program in Kitsap County.
• Staff are provided with Professional Development using research-driven best practices.
• Bremerton maintains high-quality buildings and grounds.
• West Hills is the only K-8 S.T.E.M. Academy program in the state - focusing on Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math.
• Child Nutrition Services received a Fresh Fruits & Vegetable Federal Grant for $19,500 to help encourage kids to eat more fresh 

fruits and vegetables.

collection 
Year

leVY amount
eStimateD rate

per $1,000 

2015 $11,156,880 $3.68
2016 $11,360,018 $3.73
2017 $11,721,418 $3.78
2018 $11,991,011 $3.83

Just because your property values go up, 
does not necessarily mean your taxes will. In 
fact, individual tax bills could go down as more 
people and businesses move into Bremerton or 
as assessments change. 

Elementary School Family Farmers Market

Bremerton High School Band


